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$25 Imperial Stout in the black
DAMIEN BROWN

THE $25 price tag for a
beer has not deterred Tas-
manian taste buds.

After only being for
sale for a little over a
week, Moo Brew’s Imper-
ial Stout Vintage Release
has sold out.

With only 672 bottles
produced of the expensive
drop, the beer went on the

market last Tuesday. It
officially sold out on
Thursday, exceeding
company expectations.

Sales and marketing
manager Stuart Mitchell
said what had become
Tasmania’s most expen-
sive beer had broken new
ground in the brewing
industry.

Mr Mitchell said the
response had secured the

unique brew’s future,
with more bottles avail-
able next year.

‘‘We set out to make an
impression on the mind-
scape of consumers, and
polarise a few opinions,
and we think we have
achieved that,’’ he said.

‘‘This is the first of a
series of annual releases,
the 2008 Vintage release is
already in barrel for re-
lease next year.’’

In what the company
believes will be the future
of beer, the brew was put
into French oak barrels
in 2007 for nine months

and later the 330ml bottles
were filled, capped and
labelled by hand.

Consumers who bought
bottles this year were
given the chance to regis-
ter their details against
their individual bottle
number with the option
to receive that same num-
ber next year.

‘‘Consumers have over-
whelmingly relayed that
the product is appreciated
and is considered to offer
value for an experience
that was previously un-
available,’’ Mr Mitchell
said.

State forest dilemma

LOOKING AHEAD : Ross Garnaut unveils his draft report at the National Press Club in Canberra yesterday.

Unclear
role in
emissions
trading
MICHAEL STEDMAN
Political reporter

IT remains unclear how Tas-
mania, with its large forest
reserves and significant re-
newable energy base, would
fit into a national carbon-
trading picture.

Professor Ross Garnaut’s
draft report yesterday warned
that swift and drastic action
was needed to mitigate the
effects of climate change.

But he provided no answers
to the vexed questions about
how Tasmania’s forests
would be treated in a national
emissions-trading scheme.

Greens climate change
spokesman Nick McKim said
the level of deforestation that
could be avoided and carbon
sequestration in Tasmania’s
forests could have a crucial
impact on Australia’s overall
emissions.

But he described the re-
port’s approach to the issue as
‘‘minimalist’’, in spite of for-
mer premier Paul Lennon’s
boast that he had convinced
Prof Garnaut to consider the
forestry specifically.

‘‘Tasmania can play a cru-
cial role by saving our high
conservation-value, carbon-
rich forests from destruction
and [Premier] David Bartlett
needs to make sure Prof Gar-
naut understands this prior to
his final report being pub-
lished,’’ Mr McKim said.

Forestry Tasmania acting
managing director Hans
Drielsma said the forestry
sector should be a delayed
inclusion in a carbon-trading
scheme.

‘‘This is a sensible ap-
proach, given that there needs
to be further research to fully
understand the relationship
between carbon storage, for-
ests, soils and wood prod-
ucts,’’ he said.

Mr Drielsma said the Tas-
manian industry could be
unfairly disadvantaged un-
less overseas competitors
were subject to similar CO2
emissions targets.

Tasmania produces up to 75
per cent of the country’s
renewable energy, mostly
through hydroelectricity.

Prof Garnaut said the value
of renewable energy would
increase significantly in a
carbon economy but he said
the sector would not be im-
mune to the drastic changes
all industries faced.

Poor families to be hit hardest
MALCOLM FARR

FIGHTING ‘‘insidious’’ cli-
mate change would batter the
budgets of low-income famil-
ies, the Government’s emis-
sion’s control expert, Ross
Garnaut, conceded yesterday.

An emissions trading
scheme, which made carbon-
polluting products such as
petrol and electricity more
expensive, would add to
household bills and be regres-
sive.

But Professor Garnaut, an
economist, said the cost to
families would be much great-
er if there was no attempt to
mitigate climate change.

Jobs would be lost and
changing weather patterns
would destroy national sym-
bols such as the Barrier Reef,
Kakadu National Park, and
the Murray-Darling Basin.

The draft report outlined
preliminary modelling of
what would happen if action
were not taken.

It said that ‘‘middle-of-the-
road impacts’’ would cause
national output, or GDP, to be
cut by 4.8 per cent by the end
of the century — a fall of more
than $400 billion a year.

Wages would fall 7.8 per
cent and our spending would
drop 5.4 per cent.

Prof Garnaut urged that

half the revenue from an
emission trading scheme,
which could mean from $3 bil-
lion to $10 billion, be spent to
help households suffering
most from a carbon consump-
tion penalty.

‘‘We have much to contri-
bute and much to lose as we
face the diabolical policy chal-
lenge,’’ he said.

Prof Garnaut told the Na-
tional Press Club in Canber-
ra: ‘‘Climate change presents
a new kind of challenge.

‘‘It is long-term, rather than
immediate, in both its im-
pacts and its remedies.’’

A trading scheme ‘‘may
have large and regressive

effects on the distribution of
income’’, his 600-page report
said.

‘‘Effective management of
this issue is going to be
crucial to the success of the
emissions trading scheme,’’ it
said.

The report said low-income
earners would be particularly
hit because they spent a big-
ger share of their incomes on
emission-intensive products.

Prof Garnaut recom-
mended that half the revenue
from carbon permits be de-
voted to compensating house-
holds, such as paying for
energy-efficiency measures in
the home.

DRAFT REPORT
PROFESSOR Ross Garnaut’s key
findings:
� Climate change is real and urgent, and
emissions trading should begin in 2010
as planned.
� Petrol should be included in emissions
trading, with no cut to the excise.
� The Government should spend half
the revenue it gets from emissions
trading on compensating poorer
households.
� 30 per cent of the revenue should go
to help businesses; 20 per cent to
research.
� Government should not hand out free
permits to pollute to businesses.
� Government should consider a fixed,
low carbon price for the first two years
then allow the market to take over in
2012.
� Clean coal has a bright future and
Australia should lead the world on
developing the technology.
� Agriculture should be excluded from
emissions trading at first.
� Without action, the Great Barrier Reef
and Murray-Darling Basin will be wiped
out and there will be severe economic
costs.
� The report postpones recommending
a carbon price or 2020 greenhouse
target.
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